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‘At Harvard, CIA official strecses
need for ties to academia

BOSTON GLOBE
16 February 3986

couragement of these characteris-

= On Thursday. Robert M. '~ O ' tics ~ although there s surprising-

“Gates. deputy director for intelll-
nce of the Central Intelligence
gency. deltvered an address at
.Harvard Untversity on relations
-hetween the agency and acade-
~nla. ,

" In it, he said that the agency
*has dramatically expanded its
dontacts with the academic com-
munity (n recent years, and said

_ that consulting for the agency

‘doesn't abridge academic free-
.dom. He also announced that the

' .CIA wtll relax rules that had tm-

posed some secrecy restrictions
on scholarly research.

‘" Following are excerpts from

-

*his address.

S

-l

- fwo simple propositions:

v

“  First, preserving the liberty of
-This natfon is fundamental to and
Prerequisite for the preseryation
.of academic freedom: the universi-
-§y community cannot prosper and
-protect freedom of inquiry obliv-

- Mous to the fortunes of the nation.

*" Second. In defending the na-
“tion and our liberties, the federal
.government needs to have re-
-course to the best minds in the
“country, including those in the
“academic community. Tensions
Ttnevitably accompany the rela-
-tionship between defense, intelli-
‘dence and academe. but mutual
1 fieed and benefit require reconcili-
.ation or elimination of such ten-

-sions.

- I
= My remarks tonight center on

The agency's relations with the

‘academic world have improved in
,recent years for a vartety of rea-
sons, inciuding developments
abroad and recognition in the aca-
'demic community that CIA. to-
‘Bether with the departments of
(Statc and Defense, has been an
important and useful supporter of
area and regional studies and for-
'eign language studies in the Unit-
‘ed States. '

In some areas of research, such
as on the Soviet Union, our coop-
eration for nearly 40 years has re-
mained both close and constant.
This also has been the case often
in the fields of economics and
physical sciences. On the other
hand, there have been much more
pronounced ups and downs i{n our
relationships with political scien-
tists and allled social sciences,
particularly among those with ex-
pertise in the Third World.

There is [however]} one con-
stant in the history of this rela-
‘tionship and in its future as well:
our need for your help, and the op-
g)rtunity you have to contribute
o a better informed policymaking
process by cooperating with us.
5 H
%7 A principal factor in our pur-
8uit of contact with scholars is our
perception that quality analysis
on the incredible range of issues
with which we must cope requires
not only dogged research but also
imagination, creativity and in-
sight. Large organizations. and
particularly government bureauc-
ractes, are not famous for their en-

ly more than you might think.
Similarly, to rely solely on infor-
mation funneled through govern-
ment channels inevitably would
constrict the range of views and
information needed. We are look-
fng for people to challenge our
views, to argue with us, to criticize.
gur assessments constructively, to
make us think and defend and to
go back to the drawing board
When we have missed something
important. In short, we don't
want scholars to tell us what they
think we want to hear. That
would make our entire effort
pointless. '
0 :
We have again looked at our
rules and policies as a result of the
controversy here at Harvard. and
this too has produced some modifi-.
cations. For example. the Director-
ate of Intelligence now explicitly
tells anv organization or individ-
ual organizing a conference on our -
behalf that the participants in the
conference should be informed in
advance of our sponsoring rale.

ad

As a result of the controversy
here at Harvard and expressions
of concern about this policy. we
reexamined this issue with -con-
siderable care. In the first place,
there are certain circumstances
under which disclosure of our

Coﬁﬁnuod ,
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funding of research may be re-
quired, and we of course comply.
Beyond this, we have decided that
our interest in obtaining the coop-
eration of this country’s scholars
and allaying the misunderstand-
ings and suspicions that have
grown out of our earlier approach
warrants at least some change in
our policy. Accordingly. CIA wiil
henceforth permit acknowledge-
‘ment of our funding of research
that is later independently pub-
lished by a scholar unless (1) the
scholar requests privacy or {2) we
determine that formal. public as-
soclation of CIA with a specific
topic or subject would prove dam-
aging to the United States. Any ac-
knowledgement of CIA funding
would be accompanied by a state-
ment to the effect that the views
expressed are those of the author
and do noi necessarily reflect the
views of CIA or of the US govern-
ment.

“Consultation and coopetration:”
with CIA on the problems this na-
tion faces abroad do not threaten
academic freedom. Howevex, | be-
lieve that freedom of inquiry is
limited, a desire to render public .
_service sometimes tragically
thwarted, and our nation. disad-
vantaged. by those who would
deny a scholar's willingness to
work with the American intelli-
gence service in assessitig the
world around us. -
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